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" Nor I; but you never know. The trouble will be to
get more evidence. Can I act without it ? "
•' It's delicate.," said Gradman. And Soames knew that
he was thrown back on himself. When Gradman said a
thing was delicate, it meant that it was the sort of matter
on which he was accustomed to wait for orders—presump-
tuous even to hold opinion ! But had he got one ? Well,
one would never know ! The old chap would sit and rub
his nose over it till Kingdom Come.
" I shan't act in a hurry," he said, almost angrily : " I
can't see to the end of this."
Every hour confirmed that statement. At lunch the
tape of his city club showed the mark still falling—to
unheard-of depths ! How they could talk of golf, with this
business on his mind, he could not imagine !
" I must go and see that fellow," he said to himself.
" I shall be guarded. He may throw some light." He
waited until three o'clock and repaired to the P.P.R.S.
Reaching the office, he sought the Board room. The
chairman was there in conference with the manager. Soames
sat down quietly to listen ; and while he listened he watched
that fellow's face. It told him nothing. What nonsense
people talked when they said you could tell character from
faces ! Only a perfect idiot's face could be read like that.
And here was a man of experience and culture, one who knew
every rope of business life and polite society. The hairless,
neat features exhibited no more concern than the natural
mortification of one whose policy had met with such a nasty
knock. The drop of the mark had already wiped out any
possible profit on the next half-year. Unless the wretched
thing recovered, they would be carrying a practically dead
load of German insurance. Really it was criminal that no
limit of liability had been fixed ! How on earth could he
ever have overlooked that when he came on the Board ?

